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Admiral Arleigh Bur
Chief of Naval Operations
+ Department of Defense
- Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Arleigh,

Thank you for the copy of your memorandum on Portugal of
31 March 1959. We agree that the pelitical situation in Portagal
presents both current and long range preblems. We believe it perti-
neat, however, to make the following observations. '
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ess of which faction or candidate succeeds Salasar, the
pre ai{m;.‘u?n {ncreased political activity and partd cspauaam in ga:.crn-
ment by democratic parties will continue and m A qz‘o'“
tunities for legal political aetivity, whether by crypb-Cam':‘ et
or avowed Party members, will thersfore increase, Fer fl
we believe that Communist influence on & successor ‘Wuou ot e
would not strictly depend on »-gise $o power of the opposi om
left. '

We are watching this situation and are in close contact with the
State Department on all aspects of the problem.

Sifiy

Allen W. Dulles
Director
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Regardiess of which faction or candidate succesds Salasar, the
pressures for increased political activity and participation in govera-
ment by demecratic parties will continus and expand. The eppor-
tunitie s for legal pelitical activity, whether by crypto-Communists
or avowed Party members, will therefore increase. ror this reason
we believe that Communist influence on a successor government
would not strictly depend on a rise to power of the opppseition frem the
left.

, We are watching this situation and are in close contact with the
State Department on all aspects of the problem.

el

Allen W. Dulles
Director

DDP/WE (17 Apr 59, Revised 27 Apr 59)
(CONCURRED Iw »x DD/P and C/WE)

Rewtn/0/DD/I - 30 Apr 59
"Ooriginal concurred in by Deputy Director (Plans) &
Chief, WE."

Sgd/R.Amory, Jr.

Deputy Director, Intelligence
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